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| The Bible is filled with promises from God. There is

~ only One God, so it is important to absorb into your

. thinking and praying that Guidance from God that we
U really like and that which we DON’T really like are not
necessarily two opposing forces. In the One God there is
not a dark side and a light side. God DID create
darkness and light, but as one complete cycle. What God tells us in His promises is
that he wants the BEST for us, AND he will act for the establishment of His
kingdom. And, actually, to turn that around, the way God has chosen to build up
His kingdom in heaven and on earth is to guide us into maturity. And the
development of our maturity will most likely include God leading us into places and
adventures that we really like doing, and places and adventures that really test us to
our core. And, of course, in the testing is the refining, and thus strengthening.
There's a song that says, “Some of God's greatest gifts are unanswered prayers.”

That's the idea.

We are now into the season of Lent. Lent is an ancient period of time leading into
the celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus. This year Easter is on Sunday, April 21.
Although Lent has been shorter (as when the first priest or bishop decided to have a
time of vigilant prayer probably 1900 or 2000 years ago), and though we know it’s
been longer (as the tradition took on a life of its own), it settled down to 40 days of
praying, fasting, and instruction. The number 40 is not coincidental. It appears in
many places in the story of God and His People in the Bible. The story that makes it
so easy to continue a strong tradition of 40 days of fasting and praying is the period
of time that Jesus spent in the wilderness following His baptism by John the
baptizer.

That temptation by Satan of Jesus is the Gospel lesson that will be read on Sunday,
March 10, the First Sunday in Lent. And that brings us back to the beginning
thoughts. At the beginning of Lent, as the 40 days begin, we are confronted with a
Gospel reading that says that after His baptism, the Spirit of God LED Jesus out



into the wilderness.” Why? And here is a very incomprehensible action of God -- to
be “tempted by Satan.”

For all the outpouring of love and mercy, the self-sacrifice of the suffering Servant,
which can fill us with joy and completion as disciples of Christ, and all led by God,
how is it that we can understand the Spirit of this same God driving Jesus into
harm’s way, a phrase we use in military terms. You know, it’s hard enough to fast
for 40 days, much less have to end those days with a major battle of temptation
from the devil.

I'm not going to try to explain this for you in this reflection. What I want to
encourage you to do, though, is understand this is the same, One God who has
poured out His Spirit at Jesus’ baptism, and has now driven Jesus out to be tempted
by Satan. Even more so, as we consider that Jesus did not sin, and this is not a
matter of enforced punishment or payment. But for us, as we have sinned, if that is
the case for the sinless Jesus, which I believe it is, then we must consider that this
same God, who desires not the death of a sinner, but rather that they turn from their
ways and live”, may do the same blessing and “driving” in the lives of sinners he
wants back.

I gave my annual Lenten season prayer to be prayed by everyone in the parish this
past Wednesday for their “hard work” of reconciliation with God, that being, “Lord,
show me in my life where I am resistant to you.” But I want to share another option
of a Lent exercise with you readers, keeping in mind how my reflection on this
Sunday’s Gospel has already taken. This you can do over the 40 days (minus
Sundays) that take us to Easter:

1) Think about your life and how GOD has blessed you,

2) Make a list to keep.

3) Then think about your life and how GOD has driven you into situations that
demanded every ounce of your faith, your perseverance, your devotion to
serve the Lord, as dark and difficult as they may have been, and whether you
came through it successfully (as Jesus did), or you did not.

4) Jot down God's assistance during those times. Who was there? What did you
learn about yourselt? How did you grow in the maturity of your faith? What
“circumstances” assisted you? Or, what weaknesses did you discover? What
was missing? How did you come back to an assurance of faith if you didn't
“make it” through those times?

5) Keep your notes and thoughts for another time, which then might be helpful.



Finally, just remember this, because it is also very true: not every dark place in

which we find ourselves is of God's making! And not everything we might count as

abundance and blessing is of God, either. Lent is a season to help us discern the

differences, and then grow into further maturity in Christ.

Key: Always, always keep your eyes upon Jesus.

Father Robert Eaton, Interim Rector

Readings for this Sunday — The First Sunday in Lent
Deuteronomy 26:1-11  Psalm 91:9-15, Romans 10:5-13  Luke 4:1-13

CALENDAR

SUNDAY: The First Sunday in Lent
8:30a Low Mass (Church)
10:30a Solemn High Mass (Church)
5:15pm Evening Prayer (St. Mary’s Chapel)
5:45pm Soup Supper (Parish Hall)
6:15pm Lenten Study “All in Prayer, and A Place for Everyone and Everyone
in Their Place (Parish Hall)
—The entrance to the church is on 6™ Avenue—
Note: Coffee Hour & Fellowship follow the Mass in the Parish Hall.

MONDAY: 7:00p (AA) Doctors’ Group (Fireside Room)
TUESDAY: Noon Mass (St. Mary’s Chapel)
Lenten Study follows Mass “Why Luke in Lent?”
WEDNESDAY: Noon Stations of the Cross (St. Mary’s Chapel)
FRIDAY: 6:15pm Stations of the Cross (St. Mary’s Chapel)
AA Meetings

8:00p Ladies’ Group (Fireside Room)
8:15p Men’s Group (Parish Hall)
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